
 

INTRODUCTION: The Greeks had three words for love: 1) Eros is a lustful love 

which is to be enjoyed between a husband and wife.  2) Phileo is a friendship love.  

This is where we get the word “Philadelphia” (City of brotherly love). 3) The word 

in our text is “agape”.  This is God-like love. In Galatians 5, the Bible contrasts this 

love with the works of the flesh (5:19-21).  

By examining the nine attributes of the fruit of the Spirit, you will actually be 

examining yourselves. Today, more Christians are focused on the gifts of the Spirit 

then on the fruit of the Spirit.  God gives us certain gifts to be used by Him, 

however no Spiritual gift is a sign of Christian maturity or spirituality. If we are to 

examine the life of a Christian, we must not look at the gifts; we examine the fruit.  

I. THE DESCRIPTION OF AGAPE LOVE 

A. TRUE LOVE IS STEADFAST LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:4) 

John 13:1, “When Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of 

this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved 

them unto the end.” 

B. TRUE LOVE IS SERVING LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:4) 

Kindness is serving one another. If you love a person, you will not give them what 

they deserve; you will give them what they need. 

Luke 6:27-28, “But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them 

which hate you, bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use 

you.” 

C. TRUE LOVE IS SINCERE LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:4) 

If I am jealous, it’s because you have something I want and I am not rejoicing that 

you have it. If I am not rejoicing in your good fortune, it is because I don’t sincerely 

love you. Sincere love rejoices when another is blessed.  It is not envious. 

Proverbs 14:30, “A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the 

bones.” 

D. TRUE LOVE IS SELF-EFFACING LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:4) 

True love enables you to be humble.  You can’t love anybody and look down on 

them. Pride and love do not dwell in the same heart.  You can’t be big-headed and 

big-hearted at the same time. 

Proverbs 13:10, “Only by pride cometh contention.” 

E. TRUE LOVE IS SELF-RESTRAINING LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:5) 

Unseemly is a word that means rude. Courtesy is simply love in little things. 

F. TRUE LOVE IS SELF-DENYING LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:5) 

G. TRUE LOVE IS SERENE LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:5) 

If you have a vile temper, the love of Christ isn’t in you.  If you want to see what 

you’re full of, just see what spills out when you’re jostled. 

H. TRUE LOVE IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:5) 

The word “thinketh” is a book keeping term.  It means that it does not keep a 

record of faults and grudges. True love is sacrificial love because there can be no 

forgiveness without a price. 

I. TRUE LOVE IS SYMPATHETIC LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:6) 

When somebody falls, you don’t rejoice, you weep. The sin of the gossip is this: 

The gossiper rejoices in iniquity. As you deal with sin, ask these three questions: 

1. Do you know it to be true? 

2. Even if it’s true, is it absolutely necessary to tell it? 

3. If you must tell it, are you telling it in a kind and meek way? 

J. TRUE LOVE IS SUFFERING LOVE (I CORINTHIANS 13:7) 

God knew there would be a cost when he made man and gave him the ability to 

choose right or wrong. When God chose to love man, He chose to suffer. You can 

only be grieved by somebody you love.  

II. THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGAPE LOVE (GALATIAN 5:19-23) 

The works of the flesh are natural, while the fruit of the Spirit is supernatural. This is 

not the kind of love you produce; it is the kind of love you bear (John 15:4-5, 8). 

Romans 5:5, “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which 

is given unto us.” 

III. THE DESIRE FOR THIS FRUIT 

Fruit is to be consumed; eaten.  Do you know what our world longs for?  The 

fragrant, beautiful fruit of the Spirit. When you allow the Lord to inhabit your 

humanity and display His deity, it won’t be your love; it will be His love.  It won’t 

be your life; it will be His life. 
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