
 

 

INTRODUCTION: One of the most beneficial books of the Bible for this generation 

is the book of Hebrews. The book of Hebrews was written to people who were 

going through a shaking period in life. One of our biggest problems in the church of 

today is that the saints think this world is home. 

“A fugitive is running from home; a vagabond has no home; a stranger is away from 

home; but a pilgrim is heading home.” – Warren Wiersbe 

The element that kept Abraham going was that he saw the city of God. Abraham, 

who was wealthy enough to build a mansion, chose to live in a tent. God wants to 

remind us that we, as pilgrims for God on this earth, have no continuing city. 

II Corinthians 5:1, “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle (tent) 

were dissolved, we have a building (permanent structure) of God, an house not 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

There were three cities in Abraham’s life and in the life of every believer. 

I. THE CITY BEHIND HIM CALLED UR (HEBREWS 11:15) 

A. EVERY BELIEVER MUST TURN HIS BACK ON THE PAST 

According to archeologist, Sir Leonard Wolley, Ur of the Chaldees was an incredible 

city.  Ur had hot and cold running water, a sewer system, multistory buildings, 

paved roads, major temples, ornate furniture, and a variety of metal instruments. 

The Sumerians developed a sexagesimal system that divided the hour into 60 

minutes, the minute into 60 seconds, and the circle into 360 degrees, a system that 

we still use today. They had vast buildings.  Wealthy people had 15 room Villas. 

Everything that Abraham dragged with him that he wasn’t supposed to take got him 

into trouble. Lot got him in trouble.  When he went to Egypt he got Hagar; Hagar 

got him in trouble. That’s why God tells him not to look back. 

Luke 9:62, “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, 

and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 17:32, “Remember Lot’s wife.” 

Philippians 3:13, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 

thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 

things which are before,” 

B. EVERY ONE OF US HAS A CITY BEHIND US 

II. THE CITY BESIDE HIM CALLED SODOM 

Sodom was such a wicked nation that most of the time God talks about judgment, 

He reminds His people of Sodom and Gomorrah.  So what was Abraham’s 

relationship to Sodom? 

A. ABRAHAM WAS SEPARATED FROM THE PEOPLE OF SODOM 

Abraham lived in a tent away from Sodom while Lot lived in a house in Sodom. 

James 1:27, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the 

fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 

B. ABRAHAM SERVED THE PEOPLE OF SODOM 

Separation does not mean isolation.   

John 17:15-18, “
15

 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 

that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 
16

 They are not of the world, even as I 

am not of the world. 
17

 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
18

 As thou 

hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.” 

When Lot was taken captive, the messengers from Sodom knew to turn to Abraham. 

C. ABRAHAM SUPPLICATED FOR THE PEOPLE OF SODOM 

III. THE CITY BEYOND HIM CALLED HEAVEN (HEBREWS 11:16) 

A. HEAVEN IS NOT JUST A DESTINATION; HEAVEN IS A MOTIVATION 

The only way to get a proper perspective is to look beyond. In church history and in 

the Bible, the ones who looked forward to the next world were the ones who made 

the greatest impact on this world. 

B. EVIDENCES THAT WE ARE MOTIVATED BY HEAVEN 

1. Heaven is the motive that leads to uncompromising position (John 

7:32-36). 

Four times in the book of John, Jesus uses this phrase “where I am” in relation to 

Heaven. Jesus motivated people with Heaven.  

2. Heaven is the motive that leads to an unselfish life (John 12:23-26). 

3. Heaven is the motive for an untroubled heart (John 14:1-3). 

“Seeing God’s City” (Hebrews 11:13-16) 


