
 

I. THE SACRED MYSTERY OF THE CROWN 

What does a crown of thorns speak of?  It symbolizes the curse that is upon 

humanity because of sin. 

Genesis 3:17-18, “
17

 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the 

voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 

Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of 

it all the days of thy life; 
18

 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and 

thou shalt eat the herb of the field;” 

Hebrews 6:8, “But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto 

cursing; whose end is to be burned.” 

Had Adam not sinned, thorns would not have grown on this earth.  Jesus wore the 

crown because Jesus bore the curse. The thorns on Jesus head spoke of the 

hardship, the sorrow, the death that comes with sin. 

II Corinthians 12:7, “And lest I should be exalted above measure through the 

abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 

messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.” 

Romans 8:22, “For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 

together until now.” 

II. THE SOLEMN MISERY OF THE CROWN 

That crown was placed upon the temple of the head. Once that crown of thorns 

was placed there, they began to pound it in with clubs. His face was so brutalized, 

you couldn’t tell him apart from an animal. They had pulled His beard off with their 

hands.  With their fists, they battered His face. 

Isaiah 52:14, “As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than 

any man, and his form more than the sons of men:” 

Isaiah 53:4, “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 

esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” 

I Peter 3:18, “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:” 

III. THE SHAMEFUL MOCKERY OF THE CROWN (MATTHEW 27:29) 

What they were doing is ridiculing His right to rule.  They didn’t put a purple robe on 

Him; that’s a symbol of royalty.  They put a red robe on Him; that’s the symbol of sin.  

They didn’t put a scepter in His hand; they put a reed instead.  They didn’t put a 

diadem on His brow; they put a crown of jagged thorns on His brow. They didn’t use 

their mouths to praise him; but rather to spit on His face. The root of all sin is refusing to 

bow your knee to your rightful King.  All other transgressions are merely a result of that. 

Psalm 2:1-3, “
1
 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 

2
 The 

kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the 

LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 
3
 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast 

away their cords from us.” 

Jesus came into the Roman world of government, the Greek world of culture, and 

the Hebrew world of religion, yet all three rejected Him.  And government, culture 

and religion still do. 

Revelation 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 

and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

IV. THE SAVING MINISTRY OF THE CROWN (GENESIS 22:6-13) 

II Corinthians 5:21, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 

we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 

When Abraham found the ram, his head was stuck in thorns. That ram, crowned 

with thorns, became the sacrifice that day in the place of the one who should have 

been sacrificed. 

John 8:56, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.” 

If you follow the life of Abraham, you will find his journey can be traced by the 

altars he built.  But you never find Abraham building another altar after the one he 

built for Isaac.  Why?  Because it pictured the one sacrifice that ended all sacrifices. 

Hebrews 10:10-14, “
10

 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
11

 And every priest standeth daily ministering and 

offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 
12

 But this 

man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 

of God; 
13

 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 
14

 For by 

one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

V. THE SOVEREIGN MAJESTY OF THE CROWN 

Acts 4:27-28, “
27

 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast 

anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, 

were gathered together, 
28

 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel 

determined before to be done.” 

The Conquest of Christ 

Matthew 27:26-31 
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