
 
 

Hebrews 2:14-15, “
14

 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 

destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
15

 And deliver them who 

through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 

INTRODUCTION: Joseph calmly said to his brothers, “I die.” Then he gave 

instructions as to what to do with his bones after God delivers them from Egypt.   

Hebrews 11:22, “By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of 

the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.” 

Only one chapter covers a subject as important to the Christian faith as Creation, 

yet 25% of the Book of Genesis is given to the life of Joseph.  And out of all the 

amazing things that the Hall of Faith chapter of Hebrews could mention, it only 

mentions one thing, the way Joseph died.  

I. REMEMBER THE UNBREAKABLE PROMISES OF GOD (GENESIS 50:24) 

Hebrews 11 tells us that the reason Joseph could die in such a way was “by faith”. 

Romans 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Genesis 15:13-14, “
13

 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall 

be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict 

them four hundred years; 
14

 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: 

and afterward shall they come out with great substance.” 

Joseph new about this promise to Abraham, and by hearing the Word of God, he 

had the faith to die confidently.   

Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen.” 

“I prayed and prayed for faith, and thought that some day faith would come down and 

strike me like lightning. But faith did not seem to come. One day I read in the tenth 

chapter of Romans, ‘Now faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God’. I 

had closed my Bible, and prayed for faith and nothing happened. But that day I opened 

my Bible, and began to study, and faith has been growing ever since.” – D. L Moody 

If God failed to keep even one promise He makes in the Bible, He forfeits all of His 

character and ceases to be righteous. 

Titus 1:2, “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the 

world began;” 

II. REST IN THE UNSHAKABLE POWER OF GOD (GENESIS 50:24) 

A. GOD’S POWER IS UNSHAKABLE BY HUMAN REASONING 

At the time that Joseph quoted this promise from God, there was no apparent 

reason for them to think that they were ever leaving Egypt.  Joseph was the Prime 

Minister.  They had it good there, living a life of ease.  They left a place of famine. 

B. GOD’S POWER IS UNSHAKABLE BY HUMAN EMOTIONS 

Notice how unemotional Joseph is in verse 24 when he says to his brothers, “I die.”  

“Emotions are the shallowest part of our nature and salvation is the deepest work of 

God, and God doesn’t do his deepest work in our shallowest part.” – Adrian Rogers 

C. GOD’S POWER IS UNSHAKABLE BY DELAY 

The promise that Joseph was standing on was already 300 years old.  Joseph is 

talking about what to do with his bones several centuries later.  

Habakkuk 2:3, “For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 

and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” 

II Peter 3:3-4, 9-10, “
3
 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 

walking after their own lusts, 
4
 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since 

the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation 

. . . 
9
 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance. 
10

 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 

heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 

the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” 

III. RECEIVE THE UNMISTAKABLE PEACE OF GOD (EXODUS 13:19) 

Joshua 24:32, “And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out 

of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the 

sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became 

the inheritance of the children of Joseph.” 

Shechem is the same place where Abraham, the original recipient of God’s promise, 

was buried. Joseph realized that God wasn’t done with those bones. 

  Daniel 12:2, “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 

some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 

John 5:28-29, “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 

graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
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