
 

I. THE VICARIOUS SUFFERING OF THE CROSS (I PETER 3:18) 

The word “vicarious” means in the place of another.  It means substitutionary. 

According to I Peter 3:18, Jesus Christ, the virgin born sinless, spotless, stainless Son 

of God, the Just, died for sinful, wicked, ungodly man. 

God wanted to get this truth across to the Children of Israel, so He instituted the 

ritual of the Passover lamb.  There was judgment upon the land because of sin, but 

God told His people to take a lamb without spot or blemish; they were to kill that 

lamb and then they were to sprinkle the blood of that lamb upon the doorpost of 

their house, not on the inside but on the outside where everyone could openly, 

publicly, unashamedly see it. 

Exodus 12:13, “And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye 

are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon 

you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” 

Have you ever wondered why so much of the Gospels are given over to the last 

week of Jesus’ life?  It is because it is the last week in which Jesus is being examined 

to prove that He is the Lamb that is worthy. He was being examined by the 

Pharisees, by the Sadducees , by the Herodians, by the Civil Leaders, and the 

ultimate conclusion to the examination came from the lips of Pontius Pilate. . . 

Luke 23:4, “Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in 

this man.” 

Jesus is the only man who could confidently look across a crowd of men and say . . . 

John 8:46, “Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not 

believe me?” 

A. THE CROSS WAS A PHYSICAL BURDEN 

Isaiah 53:4-5, “
4
 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 

esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
5
 But he was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 

upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” 

John 19:1, “Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.” 

Scourging was when there was a wooden rod and attached to that rod were several 

leather straps and attached to each strap there was sharp metal, rock and broken 

pottery. According to Roman law, you could whip up to 39 times. 

B. THE CROSS WAS AN EMOTIONAL BURDEN 

How must Jesus have felt as Judas kissed Him with that kiss of betrayal?  How must 

He have felt when Peter, the one who said he’d never betray Christ turned around 

and denied Him, not once, but three times. How did He feel as they, for whom He 

was dying for, laughed and mocked Him? 

Mark 15:16-20, “
16

 And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and 

they call together the whole band. 
17

 And they clothed him with purple, and platted a 

crown of thorns, and put it about his head, 
18

 And began to salute him, Hail, King of the 

Jews! 
19

 And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing 

their knees worshipped him. 
20

 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple 

from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him.” 

C. THE CROSS WAS A SPIRITUAL BURDEN (I PETER 2:23-24) 

When Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, when He sweat as it were great 

drops of blood, it was due to the fact that He knew as He would hang there, 

suspended between Heaven and Earth, He would be taking upon Himself the sins 

of all mankind; past, present and future. God the Father would turn His back on 

God the Son. 

Matthew 26:38, “Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 

unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.” 

Luke 22:44, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as 

it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” 

Have you ever heard the word excruciating?  The root word from which it originates 

is crucify.  It literally means “out of crucifixion”.   

II. THE VITAL SATISFACTION OF THE CROSS (I PETER 3:18) 

Hebrews 10:12-14, “
12

 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 

sat down on the right hand of God; 
13

 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made 

his footstool. 
14

 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

III. THE VICTORIOUS SALVATION OF THE CROSS (I PETER 3:18) 

Sin separates us from a Holy God but on the cross Jesus took Holy God with one 

hand and sinful man with the other hand, and by the blood of the cross He has 

reconciled God and man. 

Romans 5:10, “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 

death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 

In I Peter 3:18, the word bring is from the Greek word prosago which has the 

meaning of taking a commoner and bringing him to a dignitary.   

I Samuel 14:14, “For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, which 

cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God respect any person: yet doth he 

devise means, that his banished be not expelled from him.” 
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