
 

“To Open Their Eyes” (Acts 26:1-18) 

INTRODUCTION: We learn in Acts 24-25 that Paul was in Jerusalem where he 

had been preaching concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The chief priests 

hated that doctrine and hated all Christians. So, they took Paul by night to a prison 

in the town of Caesarea, just off of the Mediterranean Coast.  Paul was held 

prisoner there for 2 ½ years because of his belief in the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  While there he often gave his testimony to the ruler of 

Caesarea named Festus.  On one occasion, a roman Herod named King Agrippa 

was in town and while there he heard the testimony of Paul.   

I. PAUL’S PEDAGREE 

Paul knew that King Agrippa was aware of the customs of the Jews.  Paul uses that 

information and states that he is not against the Jew, but rather he is a Jew.  Paul 

argued the following: 

A. PAUL WAS A PHARISEE (ACTS 26:4-5) 

Philippians 3:5-7, “
5
 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 
6
 Concerning 

zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, 

blameless. 
7
 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.” 

The Pharisees were very conservative scholars who believed in the angels, the 

resurrection of the body, the existence of the eternal soul.  They avoided any 

contact with pagan people.  They constantly studied the written law.  In fact, where 

they thought the written law came short, they added new laws.   

B. PAUL WAS A PERSECUTER OF THE CHURCH (ACTS 26:9-11) 

Paul persecuted the Christian church due to religious hatred towards Christianity by 

the chief priest. Later on, in the first and second century, Roman persecution was so 

bad that there was a place known as the catacombs where more than 2 million 

people were buried alive while they were hiding from persecution. One phrase that 

was carved into the walls of the catacombs was, “The Word of God is not bound.” 

II. PAUL’S PARDON (ACTS 26:13) 

The presence of God in the daytime outshines the sun. 

A. PAUL’S PARDON WAS POWERFUL (ACTS 9:1-7) 

B. PAUL’S PARDON WAS PERSONAL (ACTS 26:14) 

Not only do we find a powerful supernatural light, but what comes next is a 

personal voice from Heaven. 

John 5:24, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on 

him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 

passed from death unto life.” 

It was the light that got Saul’s attention, but it was the Word that saved his soul.   

1. A convicting moment (26:14): “. . . hard . . . to kick against the pricks.” 

What did God use to convict Saul?  Most likely, it was the death of Stephen (22:20). 

2. A compassionate moment (26:14): “. . . why persecutest thou me?” 

III. PAUL’S PURPOSE (ACTS 26:15-16) 

Ephesians 2:10, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 

works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

A. TO BE GOD’S MINISTER (ACTS 26:16) 

B. TO BE GOD’S WITNESS (ACTS 26:16-18) 

1. To open their eyes (26:18) 

Acts 1:8, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 

and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

2. To turn them from darkness to light (26:18) 

II Corinthians 4:3-5, “
3
 But if our gospel be hid (if we don’t pass out tracts and 

witness to others), it is hid to them that are lost: 
4
 In whom the god of this world 

hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 

gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 
5
 For we preach 

not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.” 

3. To turn them from the power of Satan unto God (26:18) 

Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 

unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

4. That they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them 

which are sanctified (26:18) 

Colossians 1:12-14, “
12

 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 

be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 
13

 Who hath delivered us from 

the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 
14

 In 

whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” 


