
 

INTRODUCTION: The word longsuffering, found in our text, means unrelenting 

patience.  A test to see if you’re patient:  1) How do you do with interruptions?  2) 

How do you deal with irritations?  3) How do you deal with inconveniences?  4) 

How do you deal with incapacities? 5) How do you deal with imponderables? 

I. WHAT IS PATIENCE? (ROMANS 5:3-4) 

“"Biblical patience is not the patience which can sit down and bow its head and let 

things descend upon it and passively endure until the storm is past. It is the spirit 

which can bear things, not simply with resignation, but with blazing hope; it is. the 

spirit which bears things because it knows that these things are leading to a goal of 

glory; it is not the patience which grimly waits for the end, but the patience which 

radiantly hopes for the dawn"” - William Barclay 

II. WHY IS PATIENCE IMPORTANT? (JAMES 1:3-4) 

A. MATURITY (JMAES 1:5) 

B. VICTORY (JAMES 1:12) 

God wants us to spiritually mature so that we can become victors instead of victims. 

II Corinthians 2:14, “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph 

in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.” 

Prov 25:28, “He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken 

down, and without walls.” 

I Thessalonians 5:18, “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus concerning you.” 

C. PROSPERITY (JAMES 5:7-8) 

James is saying that a farmer cannot hurry the harvest. He has to wait with patience. 

If you want prosperity, you will have to have patience.  Your crop will come in.  

Galatians 6:9, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 

reap, if we faint not.” 

Psalm 27:14, “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine 

heart: wait, I say.” 

Psalm 37:34, “Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to 

inherit the land:” 

Proverbs 20:22, “Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait on the LORD, and he 

shall save thee.” 

God doesn’t answer your prayers right away because He wants you to grow. It’s 

God’s way of cultivating Christian Character in you.  He wants to ripen you like 

grain.  God will not make a move until you are ripe for the picking. 

D. TRANQUILITY (JAMES 5:10-11) 

There is no happiness and tranquility without patience.  An impatient person is 

always an unhappy person. 

III. HOW CAN WE HAVE PATIENCE? (GALATIANS 5:22) 

Notice the order of the sequence in Galatians 5:22. Longsuffering is the composite 

of love, joy and peace. 

A. PATIENCE COMES FROM LOVE 

I Corinthians 13:4, “Charity suffereth long, and is kind.” 

Ephesians 4:2, “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 

another in love.” 

Loveless people are impatient people.  If you are impatient with your family, you 

aren’t showing love. If a person is filled with love, almost nothing will provoke him? 

Ps. 119:165, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” 

B. PATIENCE COMES FROM JOY 

Nehemiah 8:10, “. . . the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

C. PATIENCE COMES FROM PEACE (GALATIANS 5:25) 

An impatient person is simply a person who has no peace.  Why? He has his eyes 

on the object of his impatience rather on the person of peace, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 

because he trusteth in thee.” 

The same portion of scripture that tells us that patience is a fruit of the Spirit tells us 

how to walk: “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:25) 

CONCLUSION: You’ll never be a failure unless you quit.  You’ll never have 

patience, until you abide in the Spirit.  And then you don’t produce that fruit, you 

bear it. (John 15:4-5)  

John 15:4-5, “
4
 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
5
 I am the vine, 

ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” 
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