
 

“Can You See Me Now?” (Luke 19:1-10) 

INTRODUCTION: In our Bible passage, Jesus was making His last journey to 

Jerusalem.  He was coming through Jericho which is the gateway from the 

Southeastern corner of Jerusalem.  On this journey, we read in chapter 18 that He 

met two men, blind Bartimaeus and his friend. As he came into the city, Jesus came 

across another man named Zacchaeus.  

I. A CURIOUS SEEKER (LUKE 19:1-4) 

A. HIS POSITION (LUKE 19:2) 

He was the chief tax collector. Many people in the Jewish community, seeing a Jew 

working as a henchman for the Roman Government, would look upon that man as 

a traitor to the Jewish nation. One of the worst slurs you could use to describe a 

person was to call them a publican.   

B. HIS PROSPERITY (LUKE 19:2) 

“For many people, success is about money, power, status, achievement, and 

recognition. But significance is about something else. Significance is about generosity, 

empowering others, serving others, and building them up. Many achieve success but 

relatively few achieve significance.  The person who focuses on success is concerned 

about how well he is doing.  The person focused on significance is focused on how 

well others are doing.  The person focused on success has learned how to make 

money. The person focused on significance has learned how to give it away.”            

~ Ken Blanchard, Book: The Generosity Factor ~ 

I Timothy 6:17, “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not 

highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly 

all things to enjoy;” 

C. HIS PURPOSE (LUKE 19:3) 

Zacchaeus wanted to perceive the Lord Jesus with his own eyes.   

D. HIS POSTURE (LUKE 19:4) 

It is only when we change our perspective and find a way to look above the 

circumstances to see Jesus that our entire world can change. 

II. A COMPASSIONATE SAVIOR 

A. HE LOOKED UNSELFISHLY (LUKE 19:5) 

All the time Zacchaeus thought he was looking for Jesus, but in all reality, Jesus was 

looking for him. In salvation, we are not the prime movers.  We are not the ones 

who first moved towards God. 

Psalm 139:1, “O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.” 

I John 4:19, “We love him, because he first loved us.” 

B. HE LOVED UNCONDITIONALLY (LUKE 19:6-7) 

Every time Jesus did anything good, there were some people who criticized what 

He did.  They murmured against him and watched him constantly trying to find 

fault (Luke 15:2). 

“You have to be a little different in order to make a difference.” – Dr. Paul Chappell 

III. A COMPLETE SALVATION (LUKE 19:9-10) 

A. SALVATION IS BASED ON CHRIST’S PAYMENT (LUKE 19:9-10) 

There was a promise made to Abraham (Genesis 15) that was also an unconditional 

promise.  God promised to bless those who blessed Abraham and curse those who 

cursed him.  The promise also stated that from Abraham’s seed God would bless all 

nations of the world. God reiterated that same promise with David when he gave 

David a covenant saying that from the house of David He would bring salvation to 

the world. That’s why it is so significant in Luke chapter 2 when the Bible says that 

He was born of the house and lineage of David. 

Galatians 3:14, “That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 

Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 

Zacchaeus was now being told as a child of Abraham that God, who promised to 

bless through Abraham, was now keeping that promise through Christ Jesus. 

I John 4:9-10, “
9
 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God 

sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 
10

 Herein 

is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins.” 

The word propitiation means a covering as in the covering of the blood on the 

mercy seat in the sacrifices. When Jesus died on the cross, His blood became the 

covering of my sins. 

B. SALVATION BRINGS A COMPLETE PARDON (LUKE 19:9; I TIMOTHY 

1:12-17) 

C. SAVATION IS FOLLOWED BY A PROFESSION (LUKE 19:8) 

II Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 


