
 

INTRODUCTION: Sometimes, we as God’s people go through darkness.  A trial 

has come along and we just can’t seem to make sense of anything.  We’ve listened 

to our pastor’s preaching, studied our Bible, learned our little formulas, written 

down our promises from God, and just about the time we have it all figured out, we 

are tossed into deep despair. 

The #1 question pastors are asked is this: “Why?” But the important question isn’t 

why, but how. How are you going to react?  What are you going to do when the 

lights go out? When nothing makes sense? What is the discipline of darkness? 

I. THOSE OF GREATEST DEVOTION MAY KNOW THE DEEPEST DARKNESS 

(ISAIAH 50:10) 

Verse 10 is not talking about someone who is running from God and is living a life 

of rebellion. This verse shows someone who fears the Lord.  They have a 

reverential, awe-inspired respect for God. 

Job 19:8, “He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he hath set darkness in 

my paths.” 

Habakkuk 1:2, “O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out 

unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!” 

II Corinthians 4:8-12, “
8
 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are 

perplexed, but not in despair; 
9
 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 

destroyed; 
10

 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 

life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 
11

 For we which live are alway 

delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest 

in our mortal flesh. 
12

 So then death worketh in us, but life in you.” 

Paul understood that if we are to bring life to others, we must carry the death of the 

cross in our bodies.  He understood that the darkness we face as faithful servants of 

Jesus Christ is necessary to bring that life that can only be found in the resurrection 

of Christ to others. 

II. THE FAITH THAT IS BORN IN THE LIGHT IS OFTEN DEVELOPED IN THE 

DARK 

“Faith, like film, is developed in the darkness.” – Adrian Rogers 

“Never doubt in the dark what you’ve learned in the light.” – Adrian Rogers 

A. LOOK TO THE LORD (ISAIAH 50:10) 

“We live by promises, not by explanations.” – Warren Weirsbe 

1. Just because it doesn’t make sense to you doesn’t mean it doesn’t 

make sense to God. 

2. Just because it doesn’t make sense to you now doesn’t mean it won’t 

make sense to you later. 

“Where reason cannot wade, faith must swim.” – Thomas Watson 

“You can still BE a light even when it seems you HAVE no light.” 

B. LEAN ON THE LORD (ISAIAH 50:10) 

The word “stay” is similar to the wording in the 23
rd
 Psalm where it says, “. . . thy 

rod and thy staff they comfort me.”  A staff is something to lean on for support.  The 

word “stay” means to lean on God. 

Sometimes we may not be allowed to know the “why” in order that we may know 

the “Whom”.  

Job kept asking God to give him answers.  He needed a reason for what he was 

going through. At one point, he wanted to see God and talk to God.  

Job 13:3, “Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God.” 

He was basically saying, “I’d like to take God to court. God, you owe me some 

answers.”  In the midst of the same chapter, Job still didn’t have any answers.  

However, He says something great in 13:15.  

Job 13:15, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own 

ways before him.” 

 

“The Discipline of Darkness” 

Isaiah 50:10 


