
 

“The only place power ever comes before prayer is in the dictionary.” – David Gibbs 

Ephesians 6:18, “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 

watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;” 

Philippians 4:6, “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

“Poverty-stricken as the Church is today in many things, she is most stricken here, in 

the place of prayer. We have many organizers, but few agonizers; many players and 

payers, few pray-ers; many singers, few clingers; lots of pastors, few wrestlers with 

God; many fears, few tears; much fashion, little passion; many interferers, few 

intercessors; many writers, but few fighters. Failing in prayer, we fail everywhere.” 

“Sinning men will stop praying, Praying men will stop sinning.” 

“The Pastor who is not Praying is Playing. The People who are not Praying are Straying.” 

I. THE OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER 

A. PERSECUTION PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER (12:1) 

If there is one thing that we can thank God for in the midst of any trial is the 

opportunity to draw closer to God in prayer. Herod Agguiper the First wanted favor 

with the Jews, so he persecuted the church. He killed James, the first
 
Martyr.  He 

then imprisoned Peter with 16 guards. This was a test of faith for the early church. 

B. FAMILY PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER 

We live in a day and age where the devil has pointed the majority of his focus on 

the young generation.  He attacks their upbringing & finances. 

C. OTHERS PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER (ACTS 2:42) 

I Timothy 2:8, “I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 

without wrath and doubting.” 

They continued in prayer. Satan would like to sift every one of us like wheat today. 

Satan wants to give you every opportunity to sin today.  If someone else has a 

burden on their heart, we need to pray as if it were our burden. 

D. YOUR PASTOR PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER 

II Thessalonians 3:1, “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 

have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:” 

E. YOUR CHURCH PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER 

F. THE SICK PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER 

II. THE OUTPOURING OF PRAYER (ACTS 12:5) 

A. FERVENT PRAYER; WITHOUT CEASING 

1. Fervent Prayer is Selfless 

Luke 11:5-9, “
5
 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall 

go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 
6
 For a 

friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? 
7
 

And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and 

my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. 
8
 I say unto you, Though 

he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity 

he will rise and give him as many as he needeth. 
9
 And I say unto you, Ask, and it 

shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” 

2. Fervent Prayer is Disciplined 

James 5:16, “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye 

may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 

Exodus 32:32, “Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray 

thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.” 

B. CORPORATE PRAYER (ACTS 12:5, 12:12b) 

C. PERSONAL PRAYER (ACTS 12:5)  

III. THE OUTCOME OF PRAYER 

A. PETER IS RELEASED (ACTS 12:7-8, 12) 

B. THE PEOPLE DOUBTED (ACTS 12:13-15) 

C. THE LORD WAS GLORIFIED (ACTS 12:17) 

CONCLUSION: A successful church is a praying church. We have many opportunities 

but no outpouring! The greatest need we have is an outpouring of prayer. 

Jude 1:20, “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying 

in the Holy Ghost,” 

“Whole days and weeks I have spent on the ground in silent or vocal prayers.” - 

George Whitefield 

“Prayer may not always change things – But it always changes us!” 

“Satan trembles when he sees the weakest Christian on his knees.” 

“This sin hungry age needs a prayer hungry church – We’re not talking about 

perfection – we’re talking about Progress.” 

“We cannot stumble when we’re on our knees.” 

 

Acts 12:1-5 


