
 
 

“We spend more, but we have less.  We buy more, but we enjoy it less.  We have 

bigger houses and smaller families; more conveniences but less time.  We have 

multiplied our possessions but reduced our values.  We’ve learned how to make a 

good living but not a good life.  We’ve added years to life but not life to years.  

We’ve done larger things, but not better things.  We have higher income but lower 

morals.  These are the times of steep profits and shallow relationships.  These are 

days of fancier houses but broken homes.  It is a time when there is much in the 

show window, but nothing in the stock room.” - unknown 

THE GREAT COMMISSION:  

Matthew 28:18-20, “
18

 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 

given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
19

 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20

 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 

am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT:  

Matthew 22:37-40, “
37

 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
38

 This is the first and great 

commandment. 
39

 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. 
40

 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Acts 20:34-35, “
34

 Ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my 

necessities, and to them that were with me. 
35

 I have shewed you all things, how that 

so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

INTRODUCTION: Romans 12:1-2 gives instructions concerning the committed life.  

In verses 3-8, Paul outlines the gifts of the spirit that are given to help us understand 

how to live the sacrificial life.  Starting in verse 9, Paul has a list of attitudes and 

concepts that flow into the kind of life that you and I have always wanted to live.  

There are five principles involved in the openhanded life of generosity.  

“The entrance fee into God’s kingdom is nothing, but the annual dues are 

everything.”–Henry Drummond 

I. THE PRINCIPLE OF GENEROSITY (ROMANS 12:8) 

Paul is talking about those who have the gift of giving.  This is usually someone who 

has a special gift of earning more money than others and a generous heart to give 

back to others. But you don’t need to have the gift of giving to follow Paul’s 

principle.  Paul says, “Give with simplicity,” meaning liberality and sincerity.   

II Corinthians 9:5, “Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they 

would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty (great generosity), 

whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty 

(great generosity), and not as of covetousness.” 

II. THE PRINCIPLE OF SINCERITY (ROMANS 12:9) 

The word hypocrite is derived from the play actors of Paul’s day who wore masks. 

I Peter 1:22, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 

Spirit unto unfeigned (sincere) love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with 

a pure heart fervently:” 

I John 3:18, “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in 

deed and in truth.” 

I Timothy 1:5, “Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, 

and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned (sincere):” 

God doesn’t want us to be generous so people will think well of us, but because of 

the sincere love in us. 

III. THE PRINCIPLE OF HUMILITY (ROMANS 12:10) 

Preference means to put someone in the place of honor other than yourself. If Jesus 

showed up in a human body today and asked us to wash his dirty feet, everyone 

would jump up to do it.  But He hasn’t asked us to wash his feet.  He’s asked us to 

wash the feet of others. 

IV. THE PRINCIPLE OF SYMPATHY (ROMANS 12:13) 

Deuteronomy 15:11, “For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I 

command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy 

poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.” 

V. THE PRINCIPLE OF HOSPITALITY (ROMANS 12:13) 

The phrase “given to hospitality” has a meaning of pursuing after hospitality.  It is 

more than just caring for the stranger who comes to us.  It means to seek out the 

stranger in need; to look for opportunities. 

I Peter 4:9, “Use hospitality one to another without grudging.” 
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