
 

 

INTRODUCTION: As we read our text today, we must ask the question, “Who 

continued steadfastly?” The answer is found in Acts 2:47. The Church is a called-out 

assembly of believers (Acts 2:41). They must be saved and baptized. They are 

bound together by proper doctrine (This was their statement of faith). They are 

owned by Christ.  

The Church, like a babe in a mother’s womb, was conceived by God during Christ’s 

earthly ministry and fully birthed on the day of Pentecost. Before Pentecost they 

had leadership and they even had instruction on church discipline. 

Matthew 18:17, “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he 

neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” 

From the time of its birth at Pentecost, the Lord began to add to the church at 

Jerusalem. The Church at Jerusalem became a mighty church; a church with a 

legacy of faith. This was most certainly a result of God’s blessing. He was blessing 

the Persistency of His People. This was a church that CONTINUED STEADFASTLY. 

I. THEY PERSISTED IN THE APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE (NOT JUST ANY 

DOCTRINE) 

A. DOCTRINE IS THE GLUE THAT HOLDS US TOGETHER 

B. DOCTRINE IS THE BIBLICAL DEFINITION OF OUR FAITH 

It is the responsibility of the Pastor and church to promote Biblical Doctrine.  

I Timothy 4:6, “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt 

be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good 

doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.” 

Sometimes Baptists will “wither” because they aren’t nourished in good doctrine. 

Titus 1:9, “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able 

by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” 

II. THEY PERSISTED IN FELLOWSHIP (NOT JUST ANY FELLOWSHIP) 

A. IT WAS CHRIST CENTERED (ACTS 4:18-21) 

B. IT WAS CHURCH CENTERED 

Hebrews 10:24-25, “
24

 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 

good works: 
25

 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 

is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” 

C. IT WAS “OTHERS” ORIENTED (II CORINTHIANS 8:4-5) 

Their fellowship wasn’t just with their Sunday School Class or their age group, but 

with everyone. The word “fellowship” in that verse meant to take an offering? Did 

you know that as you give to missions, you are fellowshipping with our missionaries? 

III. THEY PERSISTED IN BREAKING BREAD (CHRIST CENTERED 

COMMUNION) 

A. COMMUNION IS A PICTURE OF CHRIST (I CORINTHIANS 11:24-25) 

Communion keeps our focus on the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. We 

need to take time, every once in a while, to reflect on what Christ did for us on the 

cross. 

B. COMMUNION DEMANDS SEPERATION (I CORINTHIANS 10:16-22) 

It’s wrong for people to worship false gods and then take part in the Lord’s Table. 

The members of the church of Corinth would often go to friend’s houses and to be 

polite, they would eat of the sacrifices made to the pagan god’s of that house. This 

same church is the only one that spoke in tongues.  They were involved in pagan 

worship and yet they were involved in speaking in tongues. 

IV. THEY PERSISTED IN PRAYER (HEBREWS 4:14-16) 

A. PRAY WITH A CONFESSED HEART 

Proverbs 28:13, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth 

and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 

B. PRAY WITH FAITH BELIEVING 

Mark 9:23, “Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him 

that believeth.” 

C. PRAY ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL 

I John 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 

according to his will, he heareth us:” 

D. PRAY FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

John 14:13, “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son.” 

“The chief purpose of Prayer is that God would be glorified in the answer.” – P. Chappell 
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