
 

INTRODUCTION: As we study this passage today, it is interesting to note that there 

is a change of tense in verses 12-14. He went from saying “I write” to “I have 

written”.  This is probably because he was writing I John after he had already 

written the gospel of John.  What John is doing here is simply reminding his readers 

of this epistle of some things he had already told them.  This is Memorial Day 

weekend.  The word memorial simply means a reminder. 

The idea of memorials is something that God has emphasized in His Word.  Many 

times, in the Bible, God instructs His people to set aside memorials, such as a pile of 

rocks, to remind the future generations of what God has done for His people. God 

has given us the written Word of God to instruct us and to remind us of the things 

He has already taught us.  It is a Book of reminders. 

I. THE MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY 

A. THE BIRTH (I JOHN 2:12) “. . . little children . . .” 

“Little Children” in the original Greek was one word meaning “born ones”. 

John 3:3, “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 

man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

B. THE BENEFIT (I JOHN 2:12) “. . . because your sins are forgiven you . . .” 

If you have been born again, you have no sins that can be held against you. You 

didn’t just get salvation, but you got justification. That is your position with God.  

Your position cannot change once you’ve been saved, though your walk with God 

can change. 

C. THE BASIS (I JOHN 2:12) “. . . for his name's sake.” 

God’s ability to forgive is greater than your ability to sin. According to vs. 12 the 

basis of our forgiveness isn’t the level of our sin, but the name of Jesus.   

Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 

under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 

In Bible times, a name was more than just a label.  It signified a person’s character 

and personality. God often changed the name of a person. The name Jesus means 

Savior.  It’s not about how good you are, but your faith in the Savior. 

II. THE MATURITY IN THE FAMILY 

A. THOSE WHO NEED MILK (I JOHN 2:13) “. . . little children . . .”  

The phrase “little children” in verse 13 comes from a slightly different word than in 

verse 12. In verse 13 it means “as an infant that is dependant on his mother’s milk.”  

B. THOSE WHO ARE IN THE MIDDLE (I JOHN 2:13) “. . . young men . . .” 

C. THOSE WHO ARE MATURE (I JOHN 2:13) “. . . fathers . . .” 

III. THE MESSAGES FOR THE FAMILY 

A. FOR THOSE WHO NEED MILK THERE IS A MESSAGE ABOUT BEING (I 

JOHN 2:13) 

Notice that God doesn’t have a message of doing, but of being. It is a message 

about dependence. 

B. FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN THE MIDDLE THERE IS A MESSAGE ABOUT 

BATTLES (I JOHN 2:12-13) 

In life, most of your battles are not at the beginning or near the end, but are in the 

middle. God is saying that He has the victory in the battling years.  Don’t worry; 

you can overcome the battles through Jesus Christ. 

The only offensive weapon in the armor of God is the Sword of the Spirit which is 

the Word of God 

There are two words for wicked in the Bible.  One denotes a person who is wicked 

in themselves, while the other denotes a person who is wicked and tries to cause 

others to become wicked like they are.  The second meaning clearly describes the 

Devil. How do you overcome the Devil?  Quote scripture to him.  (Matthew 4:1-11) 

C. FOR THOSE WHO ARE MATURE THE MESSAGE IS ABOUT BEING 

(2:13-14) 

Notice it is the same challenge He gives to the little children. What he is saying, life 

goes in a circle. When you first start out there are struggles, but not battles, and the 

New Christian just wants to get to know the Savior and depend on him. 

When you start to grow as a Christian you begin to face some battles and form 

convictions from God’s Word and you are a soldier for the Lord.  You want to stand 

on the front line. 

But when you start to get old you go out at the same place you came in. When all is 

said and done and life is near the end, it all comes back to a desire to know God. 

Jeremiah 9:23-24a, “Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 

neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:  

But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me . . .” 

Luke 10:20, “Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto 

you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.” 
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